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WlNCANTON 


Somerset. 
June,  1953 

TO  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  SHEPTON  MALLET 
Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  Sheelah  Greenway  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952. 


1. — General  Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  47,784 

Population  (1952)  ....  ....  ....  ....  10,870 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  3,316 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ^46,273 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ....  ....  ....  £ 182 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births  : — 

Births. 

Males. 

Total  .... 

...  102 

Legitimate 

...  98 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths  : — 

Birth  Rate  :  15.3  per  1,000. 

...  4 

Total  .... 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  :  0.35  per  1,000. 

0 

Females. 

54 

53 

1 


2 


0 


Deaths. 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

Deaths  from  all  causes:  ....  113  56  57  Death  Rate  11.3  per  1,000 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : — 


(a)  From  Sepsis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

(b)  From  other  causes  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : — 

Males.  Females. 

Total  ....  ....  ....  ...  ...  5  1 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  5  1 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  0  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week  ....  ....  ....  5 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Four  Weeks  (inclusive)  ....  0 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Six  Months  ....  ....  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  Six  to  Twelve  Months  ....  ....  0 


Total  ....  6 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ....  ....  ....  1 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  occurring  in  the  District  was  113,  compared  with  143  in  1951. 
The  chief  causes  of  Death  were  : — 

Heart  Disease  and  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  ....  31 

Cancer  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ....  ....  ....  ...  25 

Old  Age  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .  ..  11 

In  all  “  Causes  of  Death  ”  : — 

Those  dying  between  the  ages  of  75  and  80  were  ....  ....  23 

,,  ,,  „  ,,  81  and  85  „  ....  ....  15 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  86  and  90  ,,  ....  ....  10 

And  dying  above  the  age  of  90  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

A  total  of  52  or  46.01  per  cent,  of  the  total  Deaths. 
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3.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 
to  Isolation 

Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospitals. 

Death 

Measles 

3 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

o 

O 

0 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — 

(a)  Respiratory  .... 

9 

0 

0 

(b)  Non-Respiratory 

o 

O 

0 

0 

33 

3 

4 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  District  by  Medical  Practitioners  was  not  entirely 
satisfactory. 


4.— OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
No  Cases  Notified. 


5.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

A  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  will  be  noted,  but  “  no  deaths  "  is 
a  satisfactory  feature. 

6.— SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

A.  — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  : — • 

(1)  General  : — There  are  9  nurses  in  the  District  engaged  in  general  district  work,  who  are  affiliated 
to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and  between  them  they  cover  the  whole  District. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases  : — Three  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  removed  to  Isolation 
Hospitals,  the  remainder  were  either  nursed  by  their  relatives  or  by  nurses  obtained  from 
Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the  District. 

B.  — Midwives. 

There  are  9  Certified  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 

C.  — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

None  in  the  District. 

D.  — Hospitals  Situated  in  the  District. 

None. 

E.  — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless  Children. 

None. 

F.  — Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases. — None. 

(2)  For  Non-Infectious  Cases  and  Accidents. — The  Motor  Ambulance  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  and  kept  at  The  Ambulance  Station,  Commercial  Road,  Shepton  Mallet  (Tel.  242)  ‘ 
is  used  when  necessary. 

G.  — Scabies. 

No  cases  of  Scabies  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 


7.— MINISTRY  OF  HOUSING  AND  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ENQUIRIES  IN 
RESPECT  OF  SEWERAGE  OR  WATER  SUPPLIES 

None. 


8.— SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

(a)  Privately  owned — One  — Downside  College,  Stratton-on-the-Fosse. 

Water — Main. 

Treatment — Recirculation,  Filtration  and  Automatic  Chlorination. 

(b)  Owned  by  Local  Authority — None. 
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Estimated  average  number  of  bathers  daily  during  Season  : — Private  swimming  pool  for  scholars 
at  Downside  College  only. 

Samples  taken — None. 

9.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

Examinations  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Taunton  and  considerable  use  of  this  Laboratory  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  by  Messrs.  Boots  (Chemists)  and  Miss  Watkins  (Chemist) 
at  Shepton  Mallet,  and  can  be  obtained  by  Practitioners  on  the  National  Health  Service  Prescription  Form. 

10.— FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1 . — Water. 

With  the  exception  of  the  supply  to  Holcombe,  all  the  Council’s  public  supplies  proved  adequate 
during  the  year.  The  higher  levels  at  Holcombe  were  without  water  on  several  occasions  during  dry  or  very 
frosty  weather.  All  that  could  be  done  to  remedy  the  situation  was  to  restrict  the  supply  to  the  lower  parts 
of  the  parish  and  to  the  Kilmersdon  Common  Area  during  the  Night  Hours. 

The  major  public  supplies  have  been  consistently  satisfactory  in  quality  but  the  non-chlorinated 
supplies  remain  very  unreliable. 

Action  Taken  Respecting  Any  Form  of  Contamination. 

Following  the  heavy  rainfall  on  15th  August  the  reservoir  at  Gurney  Slade  (owned  by  Downside 
Abbey  Authorities),  from  which  the  Council’s  supplies  to  the  Parishes  of  Ashwick,  Binegar,  Emborough  and 
Stratton-on-the-Fosse  are  derived,  became  polluted.  It  was  put  out  of  commission  for  24  hours  and  had 
to  be  pumped  out  and  cleansed. 

Future  Proposals  : 

The  Council  have  in  progress  a  major  scheme  for  the  augmentation  and  extension  of  their  water 
supply  and  distribution  system.  This  scheme  will,  when  complete,  make  good  the  present  deficiency  in  quan¬ 
tity  within  the  Rural  District,  will  afford  a  piped  supply  to  those  parishes  now  without  a  supply  and  will 
replace  in  other  parishes  the  existing  unsatisfactory  private  supplies.  In  addition,  supplies  of  water  in  bulk 
will  be  afforded  to  Frome  R.D.C.  for  their  Leigli-on-Mendip  and  Wanstrow  areas.  Good  progress  has  been 
made  with  the  scheme  during  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  the  scheme  will  be  completed  and  in  operation  by  the 
end  of  1953.  Approximate  cost  £'263,000. 

Detailed  results  of  bacteriological  examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Public  Water  Supplies. 

1.  Chlorinated  Supplies. 

Number  of  Samples  taken  ....  ..  .  ....  ....  62 

Satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  59 

Not  quite  satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Unsatisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

2.  Untreated  Supplies. 

Number  of  samples  taken  ....  ....  ....  ..  .  54 

Satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  30 

Not  quite  satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Unsatisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  14 

(b)  Private  Piped  Water  Supplies  used  by  Public  (Untreated). 

Number  of  samples  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Not  quite  satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Unsatisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

(c)  Other  Private  Water  Supplies  (Individual  Premises,  Farms,  etc.). 

Number  of  samples  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Not  quite  satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Unsatisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 


16  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  during  the  year  from  the  Public  Supplies  and  Piped 
supplies  used  by  the  Public.  In  all  cases  the  results  showed  the  water  to  be  satisfactory  in  purity.  The  water 
from  the  majority  of  these  supplies,  however,  was  found  to  be  very  hard,  the  hardness  being  mainly  temporary. 

There  is  no  liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action  from  any  of  the  water  supplies. 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  all  cases  of  unsatisfactory  results,  except  those  in  connection  with 
the  Council’s  own  supplies,  none  of  which  were  consistently  unsatisfactory. 
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Available  figures  in  relation  to  the  supply  of  water  in  the  various  parishes  are  : — 


No.  having  piped 

No.  of  houses 

No.  supplied 

No.  of 

water  supply  into 

supplied  by 

by  well 

Parish. 

houses. 

or  on  to  the  houses. 

stand-pipe. 

or  other  supplies 

Ashwick  .... 

330 

263 

46 

21 

Batcombe 

138 

78 

18 

42 

Binegar  .... 

89 

67 

20 

2 

W.  Bradley 

92 

74 

12 

6 

Cranmore 

120 

62 

36 

22 

Croscombe 

176 

60 

95 

21 

Ditclieat 

199 

173 

22 

4 

Doulting 

165 

120 

23 

22 

Downhead 

33 

4 

13 

16 

Emborough 

50 

37 

11 

2 

Evercreech 

441 

375 

46 

20 

Holcombe 

191 

172 

19 

— 

Lamyat 

47 

31 

1 

15 

Lydford  ..  . 

120 

9 

12 

99 

Milton  Clevedon 

35 

18 

14 

3 

East  Pennard 

129 

59 

15 

55 

Pilton 

238 

190 

24 

24 

Pylle 

51 

12 

5 

34 

Stoke  Lane 

227 

180 

36 

11 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

445 

375 

59 

11 

3316 

2359 

527 

430 

2.  — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

List  of  parishes  with  main  drainage  and  efficient  disposal  systems — Doulting,  Evercreech,  Ashwick 
Oakhill  only). 

The  work  of  sewering  the  village  of  Stoke  St.  Michael  and  part  of  Oakhill  (in  Ashwick  Parish)  is 
60  per  cent,  completed. 

Future  Proposals. 

i.  Evercreech. 

A  modified  scheme  for  soil  and  surface  water  sewerage  of  the  village  (estimated  cost  ^22,000) 
has  been  prepared  and  subject  to  contribution  from  the  Highway  Authority  will  be  submitted 
shortly  to  the  Ministry. 

ii.  Stratton-on-the-Fosse. 

A  scheme  for  sewering  the  village  of  Stratton-on-the-Fosse  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
and  the  starting  date  is  5th  January,  1953. 

iii.  Croscombe. 

A  comprehensive  scheme  (estimated  cost  ^19,000)  for  sewering  the  village  has  been  prepared 
and  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

3.  — House  Refuse  Collection. 

The  Council’s  Karrier  CK  3  lorry  with  a  crew  of  driver  and  two  loaders,  continued  the  removal  of 
household  refuse  by  direct  labour.  In  it’s  sixth  year  of  service  the  mechanical  condition  of  the  lorry  gave 
cause  for  concern  and  breakdowns  occasionally  disorganised  normal  collections.  Alternative  arrangements 
were  made  but  at  times  the  schedule  of  collection  was  particularly  strained. 

During  the  year  approximately  1,782  tons  of  refuse  was  collected. 

The  tips  at  Moorwood  (Ashwick)  and  Southwood  (Evercreech)  continued  in  use  during  the  year 
but  with  the  available  labour  the  tips  can  only  be  regarded  as  semi-controllcd. 

The  same  schedule  of  collection  operated  as  for  last  year. 

4.  — Salvage. 

i.  Waste  Paper — The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  collection  of  waste  paper,  which  had  been  in  operation 

since  April,  1951,  was  suspended  in  May,  1952,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  waste  paper  trade 
and  the  inability  of  waste  paper  firms  to  accept  any  further  supplies  from  the  Council.  During 
the  13  months  that  the  scheme  was  in  operation  32  tons  17  cwts.  of  waste  paper  was  collected, 
receipts  for  this  amount  being  ^331  19s.  9d.  This  resulted  in  a  profit  of  approximately  ^270. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  information  was  received  that  conditions  in  the  trade  had  improved  so 
that  collections  could  again  be  made.  Arrangements  were  being  made  for  the  recommencement 
of  the  collection  scheme. 

ii.  Scrap  Metal.  Collections  of  scrap  metal  were  commenced  in  April.  From  then  to  the  end  of 

the  year  7  tons  17  cwts.  of  scrap  metal  was  collected  and  disposed  of,  which,  after  payment 
of  bonus  to  the  refuse  men,  yielded  a  profit  of  approximately  ^18. 
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HOUSING. 


Houses  erected 
during  year 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

Conversion  to 
flats  or 
dwellings 

Temporary 
such  as 
Army 
Huts,  etc. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm . 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Local  Authority 

11 

30 

_ 

_ 

. 

Private  Enterprise 

9 

1 

(Caravan) 

18 

■ 

- - 

Totals 

20 

1 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inclusive  of  those  above  built  during  the  year  : — - 

Total  number  of  houses  in  District  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  d316 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  377 

Grants  Made  Under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

No.  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Authority  and  Ministry  : — 


LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Received 

Approved 

Rejected 

Under 

Consideration 

Applica¬ 

tions 

No.  of 
houses 

Applica-  No.  of 

tions  houses 

1 

Applica-|  No.  of 
tions  houses 

Applica¬ 

tions 

No.  of 
houses 

(a)  To  31.12.51  . 

(b)  During  year 

2 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil  — 

Nil  Nil 

2  1  3 

Nil  j  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

MINISTRY. 


No. 

Sent 

Approved 

Rejected 

Under 

Consideration 

Applica- 

3 

o 

o 

Applica-  No.  of 

Applica- 

O 

d 

% 

Applica- 

No.  of 

tions 

houses 

tions  ;  houses 

i 

tions 

houses 

tions 

houses 

(a)  To  31.12.51  . 

Nil 

— 

i 

- . 

— 

— 

(b)  During  year 

Nil 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
5. — Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  report  has  been  furnished  to  me  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  under  Article  27 
of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 

The  Inspectors’  time  was  taken  up  for  the  most  part  by  visits  in  connection  with  meat  and  food 
inspection,  investigation  of  complaints  and  subsequent  action  and  Council  House  administration. 

The  number  of  animals,  especially  pigs,  being  sent  to  Pylle  Slaughterhouse  for  emergency  and  cas¬ 
ualty  slaughter  continues  to  increase  with  a  resultant  increase  in  the  amount  of  time  being  spent  at  the 
slaughterhouse  by  the  Inspectors.  At  the  year’s  end  there  was  no  sign  of  any  decrease  in  casualty  slaughtering. 

With  the  freeing  of  controls  and  the  raising  of  the  amount  which  may  be  spent  on  repairs  and  improve¬ 
ments  without  a  licence  to  ^500  per  house,  Building  Licensing  in  respect  of  this  type  of  work  appears  to  be 
virtually  at  an  end.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  during  the  course  of  the  year  20  cottages  were  provided 
with  modern  sanitation  (water  closets  etc),  by  voluntary  action  on  the  part  of  the  Owners. 

During  the  year  Inspections  under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  were  continued  on  a  small  scale  as 
time  was  found  to  be  available. 

Statutory  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  was  again  kept  to  a  minimum,  informal  action 
securing  the  abatement  of  nuisances  in  the  majority  of  complaints  investigated. 
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(a)  Visits. 


Dwelling  Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ....  ....  ....  ....  212 

Dwelling  Houses — Housing  Acts  ....  ....  ....  83 

Overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Rural  Housing  Survey  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  49 

Council  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  429 

Civil  Building  Licensing  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  27 

Verminous  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Infectious  Diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Water  Supplies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  74 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal  ....  ....  ....  ....  146 

Offensive  Accumulations  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ....  ....  ....  ....  66 

Salvage  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Rats  and  Mice  Suppression  ....  ....  ....  ....  1067 

Stables/Piggeries  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Moveable  Dwellings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Schools  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Shops  Acts  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Factories  and  Workshops  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  47 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Butchers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Canteens/ Restaurants  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Ice  Cream  Dealers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Public  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  26 

Other  Food  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  46 

Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouse  ....  ....  ....  ....  618 

Other  Food  Inspection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Interviews  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  118 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  256 

(b)  Notices. 

Informal  Statutory 

Served  ....  ....  ....  ....  54  2 

Complied  with  ....  ....  ....  ....  84  1 

Outstanding  ....  ....  ....  ....  45  1 


(c)  List  of  Works  Executed  as  a  Result  of  Notices. 


i.  Housing. 

Internal  Work. 

Dampness  remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Wall-plaster  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Ceilings  repaired/renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Windows  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Staircases  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cooking  facilities  repaired /renewed  ....  ....  ....  3 

Cleaning  of  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

External  Work. 

Roofs  repaired/renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired/renewed  ....  ....  ....  2 

Eaves  Gutters  and  Rain  Water  Pipes  repaired/renewed  ....  ....  4 

External  Walls  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Yards  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Drainage. 

Drains  cleared  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Soil  drains  repaired/renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Surface  Water  drains  repaired/renewed  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cesspools  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Sanitary  and  Other  Conveniences. 

Privies  and  Pail  Closets  abolished  ....  ....  ....  1 

Earth  Closets  substituted  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


Water  Supplies  and  Fittings 
Wells  protected 
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ii.  Miscellaneous  Contraventions. 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ....  ....  ....  1 

Misc.  P.H.  Act  Contraventions  remedied  ....  ....  ....  8 

iii.  Shops  Acts. 

Contraventions  remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

iv.  Food  Premises. 

F.  and  D.  Act.  Contraventions  remedied  ....  ....  ....  6 

Food  Byelaws — -Contraventions  remedied  ....  ....  ....  4 

(d)  Smoke  Abatement.  (Dust). 

No  nuisance  from  smoke  was  reported  during  the  year,  but  informal  action  was  necessary  in  certain 
cases  in  respect  of  dust  from  stone  quarries  with  reasonably  satisfactory  results. 

(e)  Camping  Sites. 

At  the  year’s  end  there  were  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  district. 

(f)  Rag  Flock. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  in  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured  or  sold. 

(g)  Rats  and  Mice. 

The  Council’s  part-time  Rodent  operator  continued  surveying  premises  and  82  cases  of  infestation 
were  treated  during  the  year.  Very  few  complaints  were  received.  The  sewers  at  Evercreech  were  treated 
and  the  stream  at  Croscombe  also  received  treatment  with  satisfactory  results. 

(h)  Insect  Pests. 

Two  cases  of  infestation  were  reported  and  dealt  with. 

FACTORIES. 

1 . — Inspection  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises. 

(i). 

Number  on 
Register. 

(u). 

Inspections. 

(m). 

Written 

Notices 

(iv). 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(v). 

i. 

Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4,  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority. 

12 

25 

— 

— 

ii. 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7. 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

55 

21 

1 

_ 

iii. 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7.  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

Total 

67 

46 

1 

Nil 

2.— Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 

To  H.M.  I  By  H.M. 
Inspector.  Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (SI)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

- — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S3) 

— - 

— 

- — 

— 

- — 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S6) 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Other  offences  (not  including  of- 

fences  relating  to  Homework)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .... 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 
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3.  — Outworkers. 

There  were  36  outworkers  in  the  district,  all  but  one  employed  in  the  gloving  industry  by  firms  out¬ 
side  the  district. 


HOUSING. 

1.  — Action  under  Housing  Act,  1936. — (Sec.  9  and  Sec.  11). 

General  Remarks. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  under  Sec.  9,  but  informal  action  resulted  in  repairs  being  effected  where- 
ever  possible.  Demolition  proceedings  were  initiated  in  3  cases  but  no  demolition  orders  were  made.  Two 
of  these  cases  were  adjourned  for  the  time  being  and  in  the  case  of  the  other,  an  undertaking  to  repair  was 
accepted,  the  repairs  being  well  under  way  at  the  year’s  end.  Three  cottages  which  were  subject  to  demolition 
orders  previously  made,  became  vacant  and  were  demolished  by  the  owners. 

2.  — Overcrowding. 

Three  cases  of  overcrowding  occurred  during  the  year,  but  six  cases  abated  themselves  during  this 
period,  leaving  only  3  cases  on  the  Council’s  register. 

3.  — Housing  Act,  1949 — Improvement  Grant. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year.  The  application  being  considered  by  the  Council 
at  the  end  of  1951  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

4.  — Housing  Programme. 

Eleven  Council  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  on  December  31st  was  254,  an  increase  of  32  over  the 
previous  year.  If  certain  building  schemes  in  the  1952  building  programme  had  not  suffered  delay  it  is  likely 
that  the  number  would  have  decreased.  The  total  figure  of  254  applicants  does  not  represent  the  number  of 
new  houses  required.  The  total  number  of  applications  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  includes  applicants  who 
have  no  connection  with  the  district  and  are  doubtless  on  other  authority’s  housing  lists,  applicants  who  wish 
only  to  be  considered  for  cheaper  (Pre-war)  accommodation  and  applicants  with  very  poor  cases  indeed.  If 
the  number  of  those  applications  are  deducted  from  the  total,  a  smaller  and  more  reasonable  number  results. 
These  factors  must  be  taken  into  consideration  when  referring  to  the  number  of  new  houses  required  for  re¬ 
housing  needy  applicants. 

Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  at  the  close  of  the  year.  (In  rooms  69)  254 


Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year  ....  ....  11 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Local  Authority  ....  ....  30 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  during  the  year  ....  ....  9 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Private  Enterprise  ....  ....  18 

Number  of  unfit  houses  licensed  for  habitation  ....  ....  ....  21 

Number  of  houses  continuing  to  be  requisitioned  by  the  Council  ....  ....  13 

Number  of  houses  previously  condemned  but  still  occupied  ....  ....  7 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1 .  — Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Retailers  (not  producers)  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Heat  Treatment  Plants  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Designated  Milk. 

Number  of  Retailers  T.T.  Milk  ....  .  .  ....  ....  ....  3 

Number  of  Retailers  Pasteurised  Milk  .  ..  ...  ....  ....  1 

2.  — Ice-Cream. 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  : — - 

(a)  Manufacture  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  Sale  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

Samples  were  regularly  taken  from  the  various  retailers,  most  of  whom  were  selling  pre-packed  ice¬ 
cream  from  well-known  manufacturers. 

3.  — Preserved  Foods,  Etc.— Sec.  14  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

No.  of  persons  registered  for  the  Manufacture  of  sausages  under  the  above  ....  ....  5 
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4. — Meat  and  Other  Foods.  (Inspections  and  Condemnations). 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows. 

Calves 

and 

Pigs. 

Cows. 

Lambs. 

Number  killed  (a)  Market  Animals 

1179 

862 

5477 

5677 

458 

(b)  Casualties 

59 

168 

262 

135 

1064 

(c)  Total 

1238 

1030 

5739 

5812 

1522 

Number  inspected 

1238 

1030 

5739 

5812 

1522 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  parts  or  organs  were  con- 

1 

41 

90 

36 

136 

demned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  infected  with 

S32 

606 

35 

919 

848 

disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  .... 

67.3 

62.8 

2.18 

16.4 

64.7 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  parts  or  organs  were  con- 

4 

29 

o 

O 

— 

15 

demned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  infected  with 

83 

193 

1 

- - 

84 

Tuberculosis 

7.0 

21.6 

.07 

- - 

6.4 

Total  weight  of  diseased/unsound  food  condemned — 52  tons  14J  cwt. 

Other  Foods  Surrendered. 

4  tins  Meat 
7  tins  Fishpaste 
1  tin  Ham 
7  tins  Vegetables 

5  tins  Fruit 

13  tins  Miscellaneous  Food 
Total  weight — 30  lbs.  If  ozs. 

5.  — Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

These  came  into  operation  in  the  Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District  in  July,  1950.  Informal  action 
was  taken  in  some  cases  and  this  achieved  the  necessary  results. 

Notices  (provided  by  the  Council)  have  been  exhibited  in  food  shops  requesting  Customers  not  to 
bring  their  dogs  into  the  shops. 

6.  — Slaughterhouses. 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses 
Number  of  Licensed  Slaughterhouses 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food,  at  Pylle 
Licensed  Knackers  Yards 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  .... 

7.  — Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

A  register  of  all  licensed  slaughtermen  pursuant  to  Section  3  (1)  of  the  above  Act  is  kept,  and  the 
number  so  licensed  is  10. 


Nil 

2 

1 

Nil 

15,341 


Blown. 

Decomposition. 

Decomposition. 

Blown. 

Blown  and  Soured. 
Blown . 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  Sheelah  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  COULSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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